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Jesus & The End Times 
Lesson 5 – The Book of Revelation as it Relates to the End Times 

 
 

1. Various Interpretations and Theological Perspectives 
Preterist - Idealist - Historicist - Futurist 

 
Three segments of Revelation  
• Chapters 1-3 - Deal with the Seven Churches. Book originally written to churches. 
• Chapter 4-19 - The bulk of the book. All the judgments are listed here. There are 21 

judgments. 7 seals, 7 Trumpets, 7 Bowls. 
• Chapter 20-22 - The Second Coming they call it the eternal state and talks about the 

Millennial Kingdom. Talks about the New Heaven and the New Earth. 
 

A. PRETERIST View- Most prophecies in the book of Revelation were fulfilled during 

the time of the Roman Empire.  
 

B. IDEALIST View – (Spiritual or symbolic). Most prophecies portray the ongoing 

cosmic conflict of spiritual realities and may have many fulfillments throughout history.  

 
C. HISTORICIST View – The prophecies have been fulfilled throughout history and 

are still being fulfilled today.  
 

D. FUTURIST View – Most prophecies beyond Revelation 3 are yet to be fulfilled.  
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2. Letters to the Seven Churches in Asia – Revelation 1-3 
 

A. Vision of Jesus Revelation 1:9-20 
 

B. To the angel of Ephesus / Smyrna / Pergamum / Thyatira / Sardis / 
Philadelphia / Laodicea v.20 

 

 
 

C. The basic message to the churches is to change what needs to be changed 
and to remain faithful. 

 
a. Revelation 2:1-5 – The church in Ephesus 

 
b. Revelation 2:8-13 - The church in Smyrna  

 
c. Revelation 2:12-17 - The church in Pergamum  

 
d. Revelation 2:18-29 - The church in Thyatira 
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e. Revelation 3:1-7 - The church in Sardis 
 

f. Revelations 3:7-13 - the church in Philadelphia 
 

g. Revelation 3:14-22 – The church in Laodicea 
 
 

3. The Three Views of the Tribulation Period  
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4. The Seven Seals – Revelation 6-8 
• 1st seal – Rider on a white horse – sent out to conquer   

• 2nd seal – Rider on a red horse – took peace from the earth – war   

• 3rd seal – Rider on a black horse – world-wide famine   

• 4th seal – Rider on an ashen horse – ¼ of the world dies   

• 5th seal – People martyred for Jesus   

• 6th seal – Global environmental disaster and panic   
• 7th seal – Opens up the beginning of the Seven trumpets 
 
 

5. The Seven Trumpets – Revelation 8-11 
• 1st trumpet – 1/3 of the earth was burned / 1/3 of the trees and all green grass   
• 2nd trumpet – great mountain burning with fire thrown into the sea and 1/3 of the sea 

became blood / 1/3 of sea creatures died / 1/3 of ships destroyed    
• 3rd trumpet – star from heaven fell and made 1/3 of all the earth’s water 

undrinkable    

• 4th trumpet – 1/3 of the sun and moon were darkened  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• 5th trumpet – locusts that sting like scorpions to torment mankind for 5 months   
• 6th trumpet – 4 angels released from their prison below the Euphrates River and 

raise and army of 200 million soldiers – this army kills 1/3 of the earth’s population.   

• The two witnesses Revelation 11:1-14   
• 7th trumpet – Heavenly announcement that the end has come! (Rev.11:15-19) 


